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PROGRAMA DE EXAMEN Y BIBLIOGRAFÍA. 

• UNITS 4 & 5:  

The phoneme. Commutation. Minimal pairs. Syllable structure. Allophones. Spelling and 
sound. IPA. Standard Southern British English. The English Phonemic Alphabet. 
Phonological and allophonic transcription. 

• UNIT 6:  

English Vowel Sounds Phonetic and phonological features of pure vowel phonemes and 
diphthongs. Contrast of vowel sounds in Spanish and English. Teaching problems. 

• UNIT 7:  

English Consonant Sounds. Phonetic and phonological features of consonant phonemes. 
Clusters. Syllabicity. Contrast of consonant sounds in Spanish and English. Teaching 
problems 

• UNIT 8: 

Features of connected speech. Linking features. Elision. Phonological Processes 
Established progressive assimilation of voice. Established regressive devoicing 
assimilation. Compression. Teaching problems. 

• UNIT 9: 

Accentuation. Prominence: pitch, quality, quantity and stress. Rules of accentuation in 
English for simple words. Accentuation in connected speech. Appropriateness. English v. 
Spanish accentuation. Teaching problems. 

• UNIT 10: 

Gradation. Issues related to the pronunciation of isolated sounds and in spoken language. 
Essential weak-forms of English sounds. Strong and weak forms. Importance of 
spontaneous and natural speech. Teaching problems. 

 



• UNIT 11:  

Rhythm. Contrast of Spanish and English rhythm. Stress-timed v. syllable-timed rhythm. 
Teaching problems. 

• UNIT 12:  

Intonation: definition and general characteristics. Simple tone vs. tonal group. Structure of 
the tonal group. Tone. Tonality. Tonicity. Pre-heads, heads and tails. Grammatical 
classification of intonation as regards syntactic classes. Chief works on English intonation. 
Teaching problems.  

 
 Bibliografía de lectura obligatoria  

• “English Phonetics for Spanish Speakers” Ortiz Lira, Hèctor.  

 

• Material provisto por la profesora.  
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